North Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee 8th January, 1980. by unknown
West 
Water
F2/A9
Tor Members of the North Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee;
(Messrs E. P. Ecroyd (Chairman); A. E. I. Bell;
E. Cave; T. Cousins; A. C. Findlay;
B .  Irving; J. S. Marshall; Wm. McKenna;
R. K. Nicholson; J. Thompson; Dr. I. J. Faulkner;
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann);
the Vice Chairman of the Authority
(A. Richardson) and the Chairman of the
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee
(T. A. F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the NORTH CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will 
be held at 2.30 P.M. on TUESDAY, 8TH JANUARY, 1980, at the 
NORTH CUMBRIA AREA OFFICE OF THE RIVERS DIVISION, CHERTSEY HILL, 
LONDON ROAD, CARLISLE, for consideration of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th October, 1979, (enclosed 
herewith along with the Minutes of the meeting of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 12th November, 1979).
3. Appointment of Mr. J. Thompson to the Committee.
4. Net and fixed engine licence duties.
5. EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters.
6 . Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries activities.
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
W arrington W A5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
31st December, 1979
7. Any other business.
F1/A10 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
lim  N&
16TH OCTOBER, 1979
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. 
E. Cave, Esq.
T. Cousins, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq.
Dr. I. J. Faulkner
A. C. Findlay, Esq.
B. Irving, Esq.
G. Mann, Esq.
J.S. Marshall, Esq. 
Wm McKenna, Esq.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
That Mr. E.P. Ecroyd be appointed Chairman of the North Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee for the ensuing 'Authority Year'.
(E. P. ECROYD, ESQ., CHAIRMAN)
2. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MR. G. MANN
The Chairman welcomed Mr. G. Mann, the Chairman of the Authority, 
to his first meeting of the Advisory Committee. Mr. Mann responded 
appropriately to M r . Ecroyd's welcome.
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. A.E.I. 
Bell and Mr. A. Richardson.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 26th June, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
5. CORMORANT POPULATION - NORTH CUMBRIA
At the meeting on 3rd April, 1979, (Minute No. 27) the Committee 
expressed concern over the apparent increase in cormorant populations 
since the discontinuance of the bounty payments and invited clubs and 
associations within the area to forward their observations on the 1979 
cormorant populations. Only Carlisle Angling Association had replied, 
indicating they were not in favour of shooting these birds as they 
were not convinced that the removal of natural predators would 
materially affect the scarcity of the Atlantic salmon.
RESOLVED:
That in view of the comments of the Carlisle Angling Association 
and the lack of response from other organisations, no further 
action be taken.
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6 . GOOSANDERS AND MERGANSERS
At the meeting on 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 6C(2)) the Regional 
Committee endorsed the recommendation of this Committee and the Lune, 
Wyre and Furness Committee regarding an investigation to be carried 
out by an appropriate University in collaboration with the Nature 
Conservancy Council over a three year period, into the populations 
of goosanders and mergansers and their impact on juvenile salmonids, 
on waters throughout the region, subject to the necessary funds being 
available. This recommendation had subsequently been approved by the 
Water Management Committee who had authorised the officers to nego­
tiate with appropriate Universities regarding this work.
The Regional Fisheries Officer had obtained the views of the Nature 
Conservancy Council and was now pursuing further enquiries with the 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology in Edinburgh and Edinburgh University.
It was hoped that subject to satisfactory arrangements being made, 
the survey could be started in the Spring of 1980.
7. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to comments from Members concerning item 1 of the report 
(River Conditions and Fishing) that this had been a very poor season 
for salmon and migratory trout in the upper reaches of the Rivers Esk 
and Eden, the Area Fisheries Officer stated that overall, fishing on 
the lower stretches of these rivers had been very good. Water 
conditions had been ideal for runs of migratory fish but for some 
unknown reason they had not moved in any numbers into the upper 
reaches.
In relation to item 3 of the report (Holmwrangle Hatchery), the 
Regional Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that following the 
recent fish mortalities in the River Ehen resulting from a pollution 
incident, this river was being given priority in relation to 
restocking which would take place in the immediate future. Con­
sequently hatchery stock which would normally have been planted out in 
other waters might have to be utilised for this purpose.
Commenting upon item 8 of the report (Consultation with Outside 
Interests), the Area Fisheries Officer advised the Committee that the 
consultations with the Cumbria Sea Fisheries Committee had covered 
such items as illegal salmon fishing off the coast and byelaw problems 
concerning the use of fixed nets which had come to his notice as a 
result of the use of the offshore patrol boat.
8 . DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN - CARLISLE CITY 
FREE BOAT FISHING RIGHT
On 12th July, 1979, (Minute No. 14) the Regional Committee approved 
the recommendations made at the last meeting of the Committee in 
relation to the acquisition by the Authority of certain draft netting 
rights in the River Eden.
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These recommendations had subsequently been discussed by the Policy 
and Resources Committee on 24th September, 1979 (Minute No. 25) who 
had in turn recommended:-
"That the Authority take a lease for one year of the Carlisle 
City Free Boat Fishing Right at an annual rent of £225 with an 
option to enter into a longer lease, to enable during that time 
further investigation of other major ownerships and of the cost 
of acquisition in relation to the likely benefit to the fisheries 
of the acquisition, and discussion with riparian owners in that 
part of the river above the section in which netting rights are 
exercised."
This recommendation had been approved by the Authority at the meeting 
held on 15th October, 1979.
9. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The Chairman referred to the two outstanding vacancies on the Com­
mittee and reported that on behalf of the Committee he had consulted 
with the Solway Haaf Netsmens Association who had nominated Mr. John 
Thompson of 'Inglenook', Rockcliff, Carlisle, Cumbria, the Chairman of 
that Association to serve on the Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the Regional Committee be invited to confirm the appoint­
ment of Mr. J. Thompson to the Committee.
10. STORM SEWAGE OUTFALL
It having been reported that during recent heavy rainfalls in the 
Carlisle district, sewage had drained into the Rivers at Carlisle, 
Members were requested to contact the Carlisle District Office of the 
Authority should such incidents occur on future occasions to enable 
appropriate steps to be taken to alleviate the problem.
F1/A26 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH NOVEMBER 1979
Present:
J. S. Bailey, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq. 
W. F. Hobson, Esq.
R. D. Houghton, Esq. 
J. Johnson, Esq.
Mrs. W. Lomas ;
T. A. F. Barnes, Esq ., (Chairman)
Wm. McKenna, Esq.
R. A. Parkin, Esq. 
A. Richardson, Esq. 
L. B. Williams, Esq 
Mrs. D. Wilson 
G. Wilson, Esq.
17. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Mrs. W. Lomas to her first meeting of the 
Committee.
18. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. J. M. 
Croft, Mr. E. P. Ecroyd, Mr. T. M. Farrer, M r . J. H. Fell and Mr. G. 
Mann.
19. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 12th July, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
8 th October, 1979.
In relation to Minute No. 5 (British Nuclear Fuels Limited , 
Abstraction from Wastwater), he expressed the concern felt by his 
Committee over alternative proposals for a scheme of water 
abstraction from the River Derwent and in particular the fact 
that that Committee and fisheries interests generally had had no 
recent opportunity to discuss the implications of these alter- 
native proposals. The officers undertook to review the 
procedural implications of the alternative proposals in relation 
to the forthcoming Ministerial Inquiry.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 8th October, 1979, 
be received.
(2) That the resolution contained in Minute No. 5 (British 
Nuclear Fuels Limited, Abstraction from Wastwater), be noted 
and submitted to the Policy and Resources Committee.
20. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Derwent and West Cumbria
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(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 8 
(Press Coverage of Public Notices), be approved.
B. Lune, Wyre and Furness
In the absence of the Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness 
Fisheries Advisory Committee, Mr. T. A. F. Barnes submitted the 
Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 11th October, 
1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the L une, Wyre 
and Furness Advisory Committee held on 11th October, 1979, 
be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute N o . 10 
(River Leven and River Crake - Catchment Study Report), be 
accepted for submission to the Water Management Committee.
(3) That a report concerning the outcome of the discussions 
presently taking place between the Authority and the Water 
Research Centre into fish avoidance behaviour in the Leven 
Estuary be submitted to the April meeting of this Committee.
(4) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 11 
(Stronachullin Fish Culture Station), be approved.
C. North Cumbria
In the absence of the Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory 
Committee, M r . T.A.F. Barnes submitted the Minutes of the 
proceedings of the meeting held on 16th October, 1979.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Cumbria 
Advisory Committee held on 16th October, 1979, be received.
D. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held qn 
17th October, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the South Lancashire 
Advisory Committee held on 17th October, 1979, be received.
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(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 4 
(Disposal of Redundant Reservoirs and Acquisition of Bow Lee 
Reservoir by the Middleton Angling Society), be accepted for 
submission to the Policy and Resources Committee.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 6 
(Stocks Reservoir), be approved.
E., Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory C ommittee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
24th October, 1979.
RESOLVED;
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 24th October, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No, 5 
(Acquisition and Use of Bow Lee Reservoir as a Fishery by 
the Middleton Angling Society), be accepted for submission 
to the Policy and Resources Committee.
21. FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food approved the 
Authority's application for a proposed new structure and scale of 
fishing licence duties on 23rd October, 1979, subject to the inclusion 
of registered disabled persons in the concessionary rates already 
applicable to old age pensioners and juveniles. The date for the new 
licence duties to take effect is 1st January, 1980.
22. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
RESOLVED:
That the existing net and fixed engine licence duties within 
the Authority area be reviewed and a full report be submitted to 
the next meeting of the Committee including appropriate 
comparisons with duties for similar instruments in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.
23. EEL FISHING IN TIDAL AND ESTUARIAL WATERS
On 11th October, 1979 the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food approved the Authority's application for a renewal of the 
exemption from their system of licensing duties in respect of fishing 
for eels seaward of the high water mark (as defined on the Ordnance 
Survey Map 1:50,000 series) within the Authority's area, from the 18th 
November, 1979, the date of expirat ion of the previous excusal.
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The excusal was given under the provisions of Section 25(1) of the 
Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975, and was subject to 
revocation at any time at the Minister's discretion.
24. MEMBERSHIP OF DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
At the meeting on 8th October, 1979, (Minute No. 9), the Derwent 
and West Cumbria Advisory Committee recommended the appointment of Mr.
Gordon Richardson, (the nominee of the Salmon and Trout Association 
and the South and West Cumberland Fisheries Association), of 14 
Ellerbeck Lane, Workington, to serve on that Committee as successor to /
the late Mr. E. H. Fleming Smith.
RESOLVED:
That the appointment of Mr. G. Richardson to the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee be approved,
25. MEMBERSHIP OF NORTH CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
At the meeting on 16th October, 1979, (Minute No. 9), the North 
Cumbria Advisory Committee recommended the appointment of Mr. John 
Thompson, (the nominee of the Solway Haaf Netsmens Association), of 
'Inglenook1, Rockcliff, Carlisle, Cumbria, to fill one of the two 
outstanding vacancies on the Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the appointment of Mr. J. Thompson to the North Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee be approved.
26. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That because of the confidential nature of the following item 
the public be excluded from the meeting during its consideration,
27. FISHERIES FUNCTIONS OF WATER AUTHORITIES
The Committee considered a report concerning possible changes in th^ 
structure of fisheries administration and other associated measures 
which were currently under consideration by MAFF.
Although at the present time formal consultations with wat^r 
authorities had not taken place, tentative suggestions had beep 
discussed by the Fisheries Advisory Committee of the: National Water 
Council, of which the Chairman was a member. A Special Meeting of 
that Committee was due to take place on 14th November, 1979, and Mr.
Barnes invited the informal views of the Committee for his information 
prior to attending that meeting.
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28. MERSEY ESTUARY - SEABIRD MORTALITY
The officers advised the Committee that investigations into the 
seabird mortality were presently being pursued by the Authority and 
other organisations. Over the past five years, investigations ipto 
the lead content of the sediments within the estuary which had been 
carried out by the Authority had shown no increase and consequently 
it was doubtful whether this lead had been the cause. In the meantime 
efforts were continuing in an endeavour to identify a positive 
cause of the mortality
F2/A1 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH JANUARY 1980
APPOINTMENT OF MR. JOHN THOMPSON TO THE COMMITTEE
On 12th November, 1979, (Minute No. 25) the Regional Committee 
confirmed the appointment of Mr. John Thompson of 'Inglenook', 
Rockcliff, Carlisle, Cumbria, the nominee of the Solway Haaf 
Netmens' Association, to serve on this Committee.
F2/A7 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH JANUARY 1980
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. The existing scale of licence duties in relation to nets and fixed 
engines throughout the Authority area came into force on 1st January, 
1978, and is listed in the appendix attached hereto,
2. On 12th November, 1979, (Minute No.22) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the existing net and fixed engine licence duties within the 
Authority area be reviewed and a full report be submitted to the next 
meeting of that Committee including appropriate comparisons with 
duties for similar instruments in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
3. The observations of the Committee are invited.
APPENDIX
F1/A20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. The existing scale of licence duties in relation to nets and fixed 
engines throughout the Authority area came into force on 1st January, 
1978, and is as follows:
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES (area within the boundaries of the former 
Cumberland River Authority)
£
Whole Area Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 78.00
River Eden Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 195.00
River Esk (Border) Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 65.00
Whole Area Heave or Haaf Net 16.90
River Eden Coop 117.00
River Derwent Coop 260.00
South West Cumberland Garth 130.00
NETS (area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River 
Authority)
£
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 140 metres in length) 52.00
River Lune Drift Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 300 metres in length) 104.00
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 91.00
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 71.50
River Lune Heave or Haaf Net 39.00
River Kent Lave Net 39.00
River Leven Lave Net 32.50
Item Mo.
F2/A3 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH JANUARY 1980
EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION O'R IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER 
TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
1. On 17th December, 1979, each member was provided with a copy of 
the "Consultation paper on the Initial List of Designated Waters", 
along with a copy of an explanatory letter both of which have been 
circulated also to local authorities and other interested 
organisations in the region.
2. Initial lists of waters to be designated are required to be submitted 
to the EEC by July 1980, and authorities and organisations have been 
asked to forward comments on the Paper to the Authority by the end of 
February, 1980.
3. Members are requested to bring their copies of the Paper to the 
meeting when the proposals and progress on consultations with the 
fisheries associations will be discussed and any observations thereon 
will be welcomed.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
8TH JANUARY 1980
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER
RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING >:;
(i) Salmon and Trout
The last months of the salmon fishing season were characterised 
by continuously above-average water levels, giving long periods 
of very good salmon fishing conditions interspersed only with 
occasional spates. The Eden fished fairly well in September 
when 123 salmon were taken from the lower reaches including 
a good number over 20 lbs. No more fresh runs were reported 
before the end of the season in mid-October and only a further 
24 are known to have been taken. The season's total of salmon 
reported caught on the Eden was 810. The Border Esk meanwhile 
also fished very satisfactorily in September but then improved 
still further in October to give the best late salmon fishing in 
many years. The reported totals were 169 in September and 270 : 
in October, for a season's total of 529.
Sea trout fishing is never very productive so late in the year, 
but some reasonable catches were reported from the Border Esk in 
September.
The last month of the brown trout season was uniformly disappointing 
due to the high levels of the rivers and very bad conditions on 
the lakes.
(ii) Coarse Fish
A large number of matches were fished on the Eden system after the 
end of the game fishing seasons in spite of the river conditions but 
catches inevitably were generally poor. The only notable exception 
to this was a total catch of 300 lbs. of dace and chub from a match 
in the Wetheral area on 21st October.
HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
/
(i) General Comment
The exceptionally wet weather from October onwards caused problems 
with poor water quality and leaves blocking the inlet screens and 
necessitated extensive use of the borehole water supply. 
Improvements have been made to the concrete hatchery troughs, 
including some new pipework to the access road and to electrical 
installations. Also the hatchery building has been shored up in 
an effort to control subsidence. 
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(ii) Fish in Stock
Ova on Fish in Stock on 3.11.79
29.11.79 Year Hatched
1979 1978
Eden Salmon 203,000 11,161 -
Wye Salmon - - 200
Kincardine Salmon - 15,196 -
West Cumberland Salmon 13,000 - -
West Cumberland Sea Trout 6,000 -
Brown Trout 60,000 13,489 4571
Char (Ennerdale) 1,500 - -
Border Esk Sea Trout - 6,001 -
A further 400,000 salmon ova and 300,000 sea trout ova are on
order from commercial hatcheries for delivery in January/February,1980.
(iii) Fish Delivered
1075 brown trout were sold.
8500 rainbow trout fingerlings were transferred to the Authority's 
rearing unit at Tintwhistle Reservoir in the Southern fisheries 
area.
17075 salmon parr were taken to the cage rearing unit at Dalton- 
in-Fumess.
2750 salmon parr, 4500 sea trout parr, and 2500 brown trout were 
stocked into the River Ehen in West Cumbria to make good 
pollution damage.
3. STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS ETC.
500 brown trout at 5 - 7" were stocked into private waters. The 
following brown trout were stocked into Force Beck and the River Lowther 
on behalf of the British Steel Corporation following an accidental 
pollution in July: 400 at 5 - 6", 100 at 8", 15 at 12 - 14".
4. FISH MORTALITIES
On 28th October 48 dead 3 - 9" brown trout were recovered from Hole Syke 
Beck near Ousby, a tributary of Briggle Beck and hence of the Eden.
A water sample taken at the time was found to be toxic to test organisms 
and a strong odour of sheep dip was recorded. However investigation by 
Scientific Services staff failed to yield any further information.
5. DISEASE
Very few fish have been seen with any of the symptoms associated with UDN 
disease, fewer than in any of the last 12 years. The clearest sign of 
the declining virulence of this disease is the occurrence of salmon 
which have survived to spawn a second time; two such fish have this 
season been identified from scale samples sent in from the Derwent in 
West Cumbria.
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COLLECTING BROOD FISH
Throughout November the bailiffs were standing by to gather ripe 
salmon for stripping at Holmwrangle Hatchery, but because of the high 
water levels there were only 5 days when constructive attempts could be 
made and even then the task was very far from easy. In all just 17 hen 
and 13 cock fish were taken from the Irthing system and 20 hens and 
11 cocks from the Lowther. The salmon traps at Askham on the Lowther and 
at Brougham on the Eamont were not installed this year. The former has 
never taken any fish in past years and the latter has never taken enough 
to justify the time and effort needed to operate it.
FISH TRANSFERS
The 300 lbs. of dace and chub caught by match anglers on the Eden on 
21st October,1979 were retained alive and transferred to waters in the 
southern fisheries area.
I
